Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Divine Service Setting Four
July 26, 2026

The Kingdom of Heaven



Confession and Absolution
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10 - pen now thy gates of beau-ty; Zi - on, let me
2 Gra - cious God, I come be - fore Thee; Come Thou al - so
3 Here Thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed; Here Thy seed is
4 Thou my faith in - crease and quick-en; Let me keep Thy
5 Speak, O God, and I  will hear Thee; Let Thy will be
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en - ter there, Where my soul in joy - ful du - ty
un - to me. Where we find Thee and a - dore Thee,
du - ly sown. Let my soul, where it is  plant - ed,
gift di - vine, How - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick - en;
done in - deed. May I un - dis - turbed draw near Thee
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Waits for Him who an - swers prayer. Oh, how bless - ed
There a heav’n on earth must be. To my heart, O
Bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone, So that all I
May Thy Word still o’er me shine As my guid -ing
While Thou dost Thy peo - ple feed. Here of life the
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is this  place, Filled with sol - ace, light, and grace!
en - ter Thou; Let it be Thy tem - ple now!
hear may be Fruit - ful un - to life in me.
star through life, As my com - fort in all strife.
foun - tain  flows; Here is balm for all our woes.
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
P} In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation LSB 203
P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, wh
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore

®

o could stand?
You are feared.



(P} Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution LSB 203
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the

Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Service of the Word
Introit Psalm 105:2-6; antiphon: v. 1
P} Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
P} Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
P Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
(P) Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
(P} Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
(P] O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P] Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!



Kyrie LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.

[) | ,
| | y | I | | y T |
1 | | | . [ T I | | I |
| | || [.
1 — P [
Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P] Letus pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope,
and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love
what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6-9
You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God

has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all
the peoples who are on the face of the earth. ‘It was not because you
were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love
on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, ®but it is
because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to
your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. °Know therefore that the LORD your God is God,
the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who
love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 8:28-39

28We know that for those who love God all things work together for
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 2°For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. 3°And those whom he predestined he also called, and those
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also
glorified.

3What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 3*Who
shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.
3*Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than
that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us. ¥*Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
danger, or sword? 36As it is written,

"For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 3°nor height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Alleluia LSB 205
— } ]{ % i — i ‘% — — . m
:"jj i ! — " — _&f:f:H
o o_ | T
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Verse LSB 205
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia LSB 205
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Al - le-1u - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44-52

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“4[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field.

45"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, “who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that
he had and bought it.

47"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into
the sea and gathered fish of every kind. ¥When it was full, men drew it
ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw
away the bad. #°So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the righteous *%and throw them
into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.

>1"Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes."
>2And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained
for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out
of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from

heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living

and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.



536 One Thing's Needful LSB 536
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1 One thing’s need - ful; Lord, this trea-sure Teach me high -ly
2 How were Mar - y’s thoughts de - vot - ed Her e - ter - nal
3 Wis - dom’s high - est, no - blest trea-sure, Je - sus, is re-
4 Noth - ing have I, Christ, to of - fer, You a - lone, my
5 There-fore You a - lone, my Sav-ior, Shall be all in
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to re - gard.  All else, though it first give plea - sure,
joy to find As in - tent each word she not - ed,
vealed in You. Let me  find in You my plea - sure,
high - est good. ~Noth - ing  have I, Lord, to prof - fer
all to me; Search my  heart and my be - hav - ior,
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Is a yoke that press-es hard! Be - neath it the
At her Sav - ior’s feet re - clined! How kin - dled her
And my way - ward will sub - due, Hu - mil -1 - ty
But Your crim - son - col - ored blood. Your death on the
Root out all hy - poc - ri - sy. Through all my life’s
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heart is still fret-ting and striv-ing, No  true, last-ing hap - pi - ness
heart, how de - vout was its feel-ing, While hear-ing the les - sons that
there and sim - plic - i - ty reign-ing, In  paths of true wis - dom my
cross has death whol-ly de-feat-ed And there-by my righ - teous-ness

pil - grim-age, guardand up-hold me, In lov - ing for-give - ness, O
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ev - er de-riv-ing. This one thing is need-ful; all oth - ers are
Christ was re - veal-ing! All earth-ly  con-cerns she for - got for her
steps ev -er train-ing. If I learn from Je - sus this knowl-edge di -
ful - ly com-plet-ed; Sal - va-tion’s white rai-ments I there did ob-
Je - sus, en-fold me. This one thing is need-ful; all oth - ers are
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vain— 1 count all but loss that I  Christ may ob - tain!
Lord And found her con-tent - ment in hear - ing His Word.
vine, The bless-ing of heav - en-ly wis - dom is mine.
tain, And in them in glo - ry with You I shall reign.
vain— 1 count all but loss that I  Christ may ob - tain!

Sermon: The Kingdom of Heaven



Offertory LSB 192
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way fromThy pres-ence, and take not Thy Ho-ly Spir-it
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Stand
Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

In this congregation, we recognize the true presence of Christ in the bread and wine
of Holy Communion for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith.
Because those who receive unworthily do so to their great harm, and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith of this altar, those who hold a confession
differing from that of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are asked to speak with
the pastor before communing.

Preface LSB 208
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten



Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and

all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His
body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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You take the sin of the world a - way;

You take the sin of the world a - way;
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.
Sit
618 | Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy heart is filled with fer-vent yearn-ing  That sin - ners
3 Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be-cause I

4 Wea - ry am I and heav-y lad - en; With sin my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is faith’s
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may sal -va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy  lamb wilt
soul is sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious-
bond and sol - id base; It is the strength  of
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing;  So I a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou my faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad -den My heart, for I am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The «cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!
619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior LSB 619
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1 Thy bod - y, giv’n for me, O Sav - ior, Thy blood which
2 With Thee, Lord, I am now u - nit - ed; 1 live in

3 Who can con-demn me now? For sure - ly The Lord is
4 Though death may threat-en with dis -as - ter, It can - not
5 My heart has now be-come Thy dwell-ing, O bless - ed,
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Thou for me didst shed, These are my life and
Thee and  Thou in me. No sor - row fills my
nigh, who jus - ti - fies. No hell I fear, and
rob me of my cheer; For He who is of
ho - ly Trin - 1 - ty. With an - gels I, Thy
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strength for - ev - er, By them my hun-gry soul is fed.
soul, de - light-ed It finds its on - ly joy in Thee.
thus se - cure - ly With Je - sus I to heav-en rise.
death the  mas - ter With aid and com-fort e’er is near.
prais - es tell - ing, Shall live in joy e - ter - nal-ly.
Refrain
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Lord, may Thy bod-y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!
743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure LSB 743
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, Fount of pur-est plea - sure,
2 In Thine arms 1 rest me; Foes who would mo - lest me
38Sa - tan, I de-fy thee; Death, I now de-cry thee;
4 Hence, all earth-ly trea - sure! Je - sus is my plea - sure,
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Tru - est friend to me, Ah, how long in an - guish
Can - not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing,
Fear, 1 bid thee cease. World, thou shalt not harm me
Je - sus is my choice. Hence, all emp-ty glo - ry!
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Shall my spir - it lan - guish, Yearn - ing, Lord, for Thee?
Ev - ’ry heart be quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear.
Nor thy threats a - larm me While I sing of peace.
Naught to me thy sto - ry Told with tempt - ing voice.
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Thou art mine, O Lamb di - vine! 1 will suf - fer
Light - nings flash And thun - ders crash; Yet, though sin and
God’s great powr Guards ev - ’ry hour; Earth and all its
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my
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naught to hide  Thee; Naught I ask be - side Thee.
hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
depths a - dore Him, Si - lent bow be - fore Him.
Sav - ior move me Since He deigns to love me.



5 Evil world, | leave thee; Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me, Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour, O pride and pow'r;
Sinful life, thy bonds | sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father, Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate'er | here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
0 | ,
72— — I i ] - I
B e ——— o T —— 1 = I
o | = - |
10 Lord, now let Your ser - vant De -
2 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther All
H 1 | .
A= s —=
[ | | | = | =l [ A ‘

Il

[
part in heav’n -ly peace, For I have seen the
glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to the

0O L — [r—
A S— — i —] — —
D> i I o oo * o o |
D) e ¥ & - =
go - 1y Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
Spir - it For - ev - er Three in One;
|

|
o= = |* f& <= ¢
[ ' J I [ [ [
A light to lead the Gen - tiles Un -

For as in the be - gin - ning, Is
H | , .
R EN N N IR [ I B B e I
o I | : \ =
to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -

| .| 4 5 |
eSS 2 D | | e | |
KXY I I I I .
o & - | . ©
peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el

sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty



Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit

918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer LSB 918
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1 Guide me, O Thou great Re - deem-er, Pil - grim through this

2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain Whence the heal - ing

3 When I tread the verge of  Jor - dan, Bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but Thou art might - y;
stream doth flow; Let the fi - ery, cloud-y pil - lar
fears  sub - side; Death of death and hell’s de - struc-tion,
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Hold me with Thy pow’r - ful  hand. Bread of heav - en,
Lead me all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ’rer,
Land me safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs  of prais - es,
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bread of heav - en, Feed me till I want no
strong de - liv - ’rer, Be Thou still my strength and
songs of prais - es 1 will ev - er give to
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more; Feed me till 1 want no more.
shield; Be Thou still my strength and  shield.

Thee; | will ev - er give to  Thee.
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