Stewardship

A Bible Study at St. John Lutheran Church
September 13: Stewardship, Part 2

Why should Christians see themselves as stewards of their resources?

1 Corinthians 9:16-17 For if [ preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For
necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this of my own
will, I have a reward, but not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship.

Of what is Paul a steward?

What resource did we talk about last week?

Stewardship of the Body

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So
glorify God in your body.

What kind of stewardship is Paul addressing in 1 Corinthians 6?

Romans 12:1 [ appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

1 Timothy 4:7-8 Train yourself for godliness; for while bodily training is of some value,
godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to

come.

What two types of training does Paul mention?

Stewardship of Money
1 Corinthians 4:7 What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do
you boast as if you did not receive it?

Why are we so sensitive about financial discussions?

Matthew 6:24 No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.



What does your use of money say about what you love?

“Jesus is a teacher who doesn’t just inform our intellect but forms our very loves. He isn’t
content to simply deposit new ideas into your mind; he is after nothing less than your wants,
your loves, your longings.” - James K.A. Smith

What did the ancient people of God give for the service of the temple?

Numbers 18:21 To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for
their service that they do, their service in the tent of meeting.

What does tithing have to do with the New Testament Church?

How would God have us use our wealth?

Luke 16:10-11 One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?

What motivates us to be generous?

2 Corinthians 8:3-5 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their
means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the
saints—and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the
will of God to us.

How are we doing as a congregation? What is the average person (couple, family) giving?

Do we have room for growth?

Matthew 6:19-21 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.

“If you want to build a ship, don’t drum up people to collect wood and don’t assign them tasks
and work, but rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea.” - Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry

September 20: Job 36: Elihu and God’s Greatness



