Wednesday Advent Service

Service of Evening Prayer
December 3, 2025

Advent: Rest



331 The Advent of Our King LSB 331
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1 The ad-vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,

2 The ev -er - last - ing Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
30 Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
4 As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come a - gain
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And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser-vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.

Nor let your faith-less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
And His true mem-bers all u - nite With Him in heav’'n to reign.

5 Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

A 6 Allglory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Service of Light

Versicles LSB 243
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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[§ the light no darkness can o - ver - come.

C.é;’tb

A

ol o o *» |

Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - 1lu - mine Your Church.
Phos Hilaron LSB 244
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Joy - ous light of glo-ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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the wu - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry



Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni- verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.

Sit

Psalmody

Psalm 141 LSB 245
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
04 N | — T p— — )
R e e e
[ :)V | Il | iI OI 1}

the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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(I O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice

# | " |
2 ———1 T I — P | —

[ — —
F 1 | I ] T I | e | | 1 1 I 1 |
I [ [ I I I [ I I I I
N—

when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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(I  Set a watch be-fore mymouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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(I Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in

Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord,
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified
minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the

whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;

our God is merciful.

The LORD preserves the simple;

when | was brought low, he saved me.
Return, O my soul, to your rest;

for the LorD has dealt bountifully with you.

For you have delivered my soul from death,

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling;
I will walk before the LORD

in the land of the living.

| believed, even when | spoke,

“l am greatly afflicted”;

| said in my alarm,

“All mankind are liars.”

What shall | render to the LORD

for all his benefits to me?

[ will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LoRD,
[ will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.

Psalm 116:5-14

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;
our God is merciful.



338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus LSB 338

1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev-er, Now Thy gra- cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;

Dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer-it Raise us  to Thy glo-rious throne.

Reading Hebrews 4:1-12
A reading from Hebrews, chapter 4.

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us
fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2For good
news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not
benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who
listened. 3For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said,

"As | swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter my rest,

m

although his works were finished from the foundation of the world.
4For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And
God rested on the seventh day from all his works.” >And again in this
passage he said,

“They shall not enter my rest.”

éSince therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly
received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, “again
he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long
afterward, in the words already quoted,

“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts.”



8For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of
another day later on. °So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the
people of God, "%for whoever has entered God's rest has also rested
from his works as God did from his.

"Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by
the same sort of disobedience. "2For the word of God is living and
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of
soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Final Reading Response LSB 247

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon: Advent: Rest

Canticle
Stand
Magnificat LSB 248
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My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ijor. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . . . ... ... .... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . .. ... ... .. things,
5Glo - ry be to the Father andtothe . . . . . .. ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ........... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . . ... ... ... ... ... . ... is His name;
3 Hehas scattered the proud in the imagination =~ of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . ... ...... ..., Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be hold, from this . .. .. ... ... .. ..... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . . ... ... ...... fear Him
3 He has castdown the mighty from their . . . . . .. .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .. ............ call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . . ... .. .. A - men. Refrain
Prayer
Litany LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends
so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and

congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the

Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in
Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld
and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection
in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Al - le - lu - ia.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and
all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Stand

Benedicamus LSB 252
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(L Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 252
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[P} The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the "I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you,

Sit

342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied LSB 342
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1 What hope! An E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
2 A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
3 As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled,Christ came to suf-fer loss,
4 Come, Je - sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a - dise re -store;
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The lamb and i - on side by side, Led by a lit - tle child!
A Prince of Peace in Beth-le - hem: The fruitof God’s de - sign.
That by His death a dy - ing world Would ral-ly to the cross.
Lead past the an-gel’s flam-ing sword—Come, o-pen heav-en’s door.
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