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Advent: Return 
 

 

 



389 Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 
 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 

Service of Light 

Versicles  LSB 243 

 

 



 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

Psalmody 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, 

and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified 

minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the 

whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 51:10–15 

L  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C  and renew a right spirit within me. 

L  Cast me not away from your presence, 

C  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

L  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

C  and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

L  Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

C  and sinners will return to you.  

L  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, 

C  and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 

L  O Lord, open my lips, 

C  and my mouth will declare your praise. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 

Sit 
 

354 Arise, O Christian People LSB 354 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Reading Joel 2:11–19 

L A reading from Joel, chapter 2. 
11The LORD utters his voice before his army, for his camp is 

exceedingly great;  he who executes his word is powerful. 

For the day of the LORD is great and very awesome; who can 

endure it? 12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with 

all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 13and rend your hearts and not your garments. ”Return to the 

LORD, your God,  for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a 

blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the 

LORD your God? 15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Consecrate the 

congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even 

nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride 

her chamber. 17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, 

the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your people, O 

LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword among 

the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is 

their God?’” 18Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had 

pity on his people. 19The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be 

satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the 

nations. 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Final Reading Response LSB 247 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 



C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

Sermon: Advent: Return 

Canticle 

Stand 
 

Magnificat LSB 248 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer 

Litany LSB 249 

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends 

so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and 

congregation. 
  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld 

and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 

here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 

all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benedicamus LSB 252 

 

 
 

 

Benediction LSB 252 

 

 
 

 



Sit 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 


