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Father, Forgive Them 



447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes LSB 447 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Address 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the 

Church begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. 

Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of 

special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a 

faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from 

it life and hope. 

  

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His 

beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless 

this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad 

hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 

 

Litany for Ash Wednesday 

P O Lord, 



C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

by Your holy nativity; 

by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

by Your agony and bloody sweat; 

by Your cross and passion; 

by Your precious death and burial; 

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; 

in all time of our prosperity; 

in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

to bless our prayer and meditation; 

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To draw all to Yourself; 

to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the 

lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of 



our prayers; 

to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 

and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 

and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Psalm 51:1–3, 10–12; antiphon: v. 17 

P  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

C  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

P  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

C  according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

P  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

C  and cleanse me from my sin! 

P  For I know my transgressions, 

C  and my sin is ever before me. 

P  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C  and renew a right spirit within me. 

P  Cast me not away from your presence, 

C  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

P  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 



C  and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

C  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have 

made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new 

and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

First Reading Revelation 2:1–7 

 1“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who 

holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven 

golden lampstands. 

 2“‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how 

you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who 

call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3I 

know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, 

and you have not grown weary. 4But I have this against you, that you 

have abandoned the love you had at first. 5Remember therefore from 

where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I 

will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 

repent. 6Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which 



I also hate. 7He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, 

which is in the paradise of God.’ 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Stand 

 

Lenten Verse           LSB 157 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 23:33–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 

crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 

do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people stood 

by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let 

him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The 

soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and 

saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also 

an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Sit 



 

953 We All Believe in One True God LSB 953 

 

 

 
 

Sermon; Father, Forgive Them 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Stand 



Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
In this congregation, we recognize the true presence of Christ in the bread and wine 

of Holy Communion for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. 

Because those who receive unworthily do so to their great harm, and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith of this altar, those who hold a confession 

differing from that of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are asked to speak with 

the pastor before communing. 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 

on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 

boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 

in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 



 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei           LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 



425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross LSB 425 

 

 

 
 

436 Go to Dark Gethsemane LSB 436 

 

 

 

 



437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed LSB 437 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days LSB 418 

 

 

 
 

Those who would like may stop in the Narthex after service for the Imposition of 

Ashes. 
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