Wednesday Lenten Service

Service of Prayer and Preaching
March 11, 2026

Why Have You Forsaken Me?
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This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of
evil.

Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.

He was bruised for our iniquities.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Readings From Holy Scripture
Psalm Psalm 22:1-8

P} My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my
groaning?



O my God, | cry by day, but you do not answer,

and by night, but I find no rest.

Yet you are holy,

enthroned on the praises of Israel.

In you our fathers trusted;

they trusted, and you delivered them.

To you they cried and were rescued;

in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

But | am a worm and not a man,

scorned by mankind and despised by the people.

All who see me mock me;

they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;

“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him;

let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

PRRFNRFIEFREFREFRERE

P) My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my
groaning?
Reading Revelation 2:18-29

8"And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like
burnished bronze.

19| know your works, your love and faith and service and patient
endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. 2°But | have this
against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 2'l gave her time to
repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 2°Behold, |
will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her
I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, 2*and
| will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that | am
he who searches mind and heart, and | will give to each of you as your
works deserve. 2*But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this
teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of
Satan, to you | say, | do not lay on you any other burden. 2°Only hold
fast what you have until | come. 6The one who conquers and who
keeps my works until the end, to him | will give authority over the
nations, 2’and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen
pots are broken in pieces, even as | myself have received authority from



my Father. 22And | will give him the morning star. 2He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel Matthew 27:41-54

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh
chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

41S0o also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him,
saying, “*"He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of
Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in
him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For
he said, 'l am the Son of God.” ““And the robbers who were crucified
with him also reviled him in the same way.

“>Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until
the ninth hour. 6And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud
voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, "My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?” 4’/And some of the bystanders, hearing it,
said, “This man is calling Elijah.” “And one of them at once ran and
took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it
to him to drink. 4°But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah
will come to save him.” °And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice
and yielded up his spirit.

>1And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. *>The tombs
also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised, >3and coming out of the tombs after his
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.
**When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled
with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Responsory

We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of
the people.

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of
the people.

We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of
the people.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I- everlasting. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit
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Sermon: Why Have You Forsaken Me?
Stand

Prayer

In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all
to faith, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the
widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day

P} O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all
who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with
penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



Collect for the Word

P

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn,
and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Evening Prayer

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and |
pray that You would forgive me all my sins where | have done
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands
| commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power
over me. Amen.

Blessing

Benedicamus LSB 267
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Benediction 267

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *I- Son, and the
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.

Sit
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Not all the blood of beasts On Jew-ish al - tars slain
But Christ, the heav'n-ly Lamb, Takes all our sins a - way;
My faith would lay its hand On that dear head of Thine,
My soul looks back to see  The bur-den Thou didst bear
Be - liev - ing, we re - joice To see the curse re - move;
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Could give the guilt -y con-science peace Or wash a- way the stain.
A sac -ri - fice of no - bler name And rich - er blood than they.
While as a pen -i-tent I stand, And there con-fess my sin.
When hang-ing on the curs - ed tree; I  know my guilt was there.
We  bless the Lamb with cheer - ful voice And sing His bleed-ing love.
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