Wednesday Lenten Service

Service of Prayer and Preaching
March 18, 2026
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1 Go to dark Geth - sem - a - ne, All who feel the
2 Fol - low to the  judg - ment hall, View the Lord of
3 Cal - v’ry’s mourn - ful moun - tain climb; There, a - dor - ing
4 Ear - ly has - ten to the tomb Where they laid His
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tempt - er’'s pow’r; Your Re - deem -er’s con - flict see,
life ar-raigned; Oh, the worm-wood and the gall!
at His feet, Mark that mir - a - cle of time,
breath -less clay; All is sol - 1 - tude and gloom.
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Watch with Him one bit - ter hour; Turn not from His
Oh, the pangs His soul sus-tained! Shun not suf - f’ring,
God’s own sac - ri - fice com-plete. “It is  fin - ished!”
Who has tak - en Him a - way? Christ is ris’n! He
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griefs a - way; Learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
shame, or loss; Learn from Him to bear the cross.
hear Him cry; Learn from Je - sus Christ to die.
meets  our eyes. Sav - ior, teach us so  to rise.
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Opening Versicles
Lent LSB 260
This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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From the rising of the sun to its setting,

Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.

He was bruised for our iniquities.

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of



the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261
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The Lord Geod is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
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With joy will you draw wa - ter from the
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wells of sal - va - tion. And you will say in that
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day: “Give thanks to the Lord, call up-on His name,
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make known His deeds a-mong the peo - ples, pro -
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claim that His name is ex - alt-ed.”
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
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Sing prais-es to the Lord, for He has done
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Readings From Holy Scripture

Psalm Psalm 69:16-22
P} Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.

(P} Hide not your face from your servant; for | am in distress;
make haste to answer me.
(P} Draw near to my soul, redeem me;
ransom me because of my enemies!
P} You know my reproach,
and my shame and my dishonor;
my foes are all known to you.
(P) Reproaches have broken my heart,
so that | am in despair.
| looked for pity, but there was none,

and for comforters, but | found none.

They gave me poison for food,

and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink.

Let their own table before them become a snare;

and when they are at peace, let it become a trap.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good;

according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.
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Second Reading Revelation 3:1-6

"And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him
who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.

"I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you
are dead. Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die,
for | have not found your works complete in the sight of my God.
3Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If
you will not wake up, | will come like a thief, and you will not know at
what hour | will come against you. #Yet you have still a few names in
Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk
with me in white, for they are worthy. The one who conquers will be
clothed thus in white garments, and | will never blot his name out of
the book of life. | will confess his name before my Father and before his
angels. ®He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.’

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Holy Gospel John 19:23-29

) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the nineteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

ZWhen the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and
divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic.
But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom,
%50 they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to
see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says,

"They divided my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.”

So the soldiers did these things, 2°but standing by the cross of Jesus
were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and
Mary Magdalene. *When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom
he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your
son!” 2’Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from
that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

ZBAfter this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill
the Scripture), “I thirst.” 2°A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put
a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his
mouth.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Responsory

We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of
the people.

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of
the people.

We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of

the people.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit
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13 Je - sus, in Your thirst and pain, While Your wounds Your
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Hear us, ho - ly Je - sus.
Hear us, ho - ly Je - sus.
Hear us, ho - ly Je - sus.

Sermon: | Thirst

Stand
Prayer

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all
to faith, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the
widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day

(P} Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us
as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul.
Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness,
give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for the Word

P) Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn,
and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



Evening Prayer

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and |
pray that You would forgive me all my sins where | have done
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands
| commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power
over me. Amen.

Blessing

Benedicamus LSB 267

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction 267

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *}- Son, and the
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.
Sit
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