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Rev. Gerald Kovac: Food for the Poor 

 

“Being the Hands, the Feet, and the Heart 

of Jesus in Today’s World.” 



 

837 Lift High the Cross LSB 837 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

 

 

 

 

Stand 

 

 

  



Opening Versicles                                                                                  LSB 260  

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 

dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 

L Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C Your Word is truth. 

  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Introit Isaiah 61:10; antiphon: Psalm 146:2 

P  I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

C  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

P  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

C  my soul shall exult in my God, 

P  for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

C  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

P  as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 

  headdress, 

C  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

C  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 

 

 

Readings From Holy Scripture 

 

  



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6–9 

L A reading from Isaiah, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast 

over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 

 8He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe 

away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will 

take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have 

waited for him, that he might save us. 

 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–13 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 

just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if 

there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard 

and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 

with you. 

 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived 

your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had 

no opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have 

learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be 

brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 

circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 

abundance and need. 13I can do all things through him who 

strengthens me. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 

angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him 

will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he 

will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34Then the 

King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was 

naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in 

prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, 

saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and welcome 

you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in 

prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to 

you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 

me.’ 

 41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was 

hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 

drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you 

did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then 

they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 

thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister 

to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 

did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 
46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 

into eternal life.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

  



Responsory       LSB 263 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 

 

Catechism 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory  forever and ever. Amen. 



Sit 

 

851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us LSB 851 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sermon: Reverend Gerald Kovac – Food For The Poor 

“Being the Hands, the Feet, and the Heart of Jesus in Today’s World.” 

 

  



839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light   LSB 839 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and 

with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the 

world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all 

to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the 

common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the 

widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

  

Collect of the Day 

  Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal 

with us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness 

of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Collect for the Word 

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, 

and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your 

holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 

of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and 

danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from 

sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. 

For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 

all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 

may have no power over me. Amen. 



New Testament Canticle LSB 266 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Blessing 

 

Benedicamus LSB 267 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction LSB 267 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

 

C Amen. 

 

  



848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service  LSB 848 
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